"] just wanted to do what is right.
It's abour hanpring the planet and each
other. Anybody can do whas 1 did,” says
Miller Miller, carpenter, homeowner
and Boulder resident. ’

Conservarion starts here, No one
lenows chat mare abouc consecvation
than Milfer, = Boulder communiry
member for more than §3 years,

Miller has transformed his 816-
square-foot condo downtown into an
environmentzlly sound living space.

His dwelling is warm and welcoming.
Miller emphatically shares all che demils
hehind his green renovation and his
appreciation for susminable fiving,

Low volatile organic.compounds
{VOUCs) were used, as well as high-
nfﬁ:ien:y applimcr_s, dense insulation,
compact fluarescent lighting (CFLs)
and LED lighting, recycled fixtures and
wazer-saving faucers. And almost 75
percent of the building materials were
reclimed and acquired from the
ReSource yard, the construction waste
conservation program of the Center for
ReSourcs Canservation,

“T'vé always been an

and green retrofitted

environmentalise,” Miller smred. [
wanr to support the consciousness of
ReSource’s materials, ReSource'd and
reclaimed marerials have more
chamcser, more history, and [ respect
the value they possess.”

Millers scory starts much like many
of ours in thiz area, He found thar the
ldindred people and vast nature of
Boulder called ouc for him o pack up
his belongings and move to this
pragsessive epicenter nestled up dght
alongside the Rockies, A carpenter with |
2 lnacl for renovating selacively small
spaces and a strong #thical commirment
to respect for ousselves, our neighbars
and our planer, Miller sec forch oa his
journey to ereate the mast of his space
with the least environmenral impact.
By deconstructing his condo, he was
able to divere 100 percent of the
materials that are able w be reused and
recycled from the landfill. There are
great environmental and economic
benefits w deconstructing projects and,
as Miller notes, "When you usc s
system of separating the matecials, it's
easy o do the right thing.”

When it came rifne o redesiga his
space and rebuild, Miller researched for
the preenese products to reerofit his
home. Using lacally ReSource'd and
reclzimed building materials from the
ReSouree yard, Miller recrofitted his
home sustinably, environmenzally and
ceonomtically. With his gained experrise
in green building and green produers,

Milter is now initacing 1 consulting
service ehat will help educare and guide
others who want to renovate their living
spaces with the best, low-impact
technologies.

"I have been extremely happy with
the ourcome,” Miller remarled.
“Peaple are blown away by what [ was
able wo do here. I helieve we can get by
with a loc less square foompe than
what we have been conditioned 1o
thinl we need, if we scart co chialk
differentdy and urilize the space we
have more efficiently.”

Miller opened up dead-end walls,
instafled shelving and a buile-in djning
table to maximize space in his kitchen.
[n che living room, he organized his
furnituse (reclaimed) to best fit the

Boulder nome deconstructeo
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space and creased an angled sliding
cabiner thac cleverly follows the angle
of the stairwell {and fits conveniently
away 1o appear as a dzcorarive wall),
The exterior porch has an assorement
of covered cubbies thar conceal
gardening and ourdoor equipment
with a selection of ReSource’d
redwoad. The second fleor has a
vatiery of reclaimed macerials
integrated into the green remodel o
utilize viewally every natural space
possible and che light is accentuated
with glass blocks o allow passive
natural lighting inte the interiar rooms.

With sustainabilicy starding in his
home, Miller's influence has radiared
out to effect the zetions of his
neighbors and communicy. Beyond his
own condo, Miller has been an active
member of his homeowner association
{HOA), Maxwell Place. He has
warked to get the HOA to resurface
excerior walloways with permeable
recycled-rubber tiles that alow warer
fileracion. Miller and area real estate
broker, Ed Borg, have also planted
trees for the HOA to beautify and = 7
shade che comman areas. In addicion,
Maxwell Place has instailed cankless
water heaters on some of the HOA
buildings to saduce unnecessary
energy consumpsion,

“When asled whar he would want to
change about his green remode] if he
were to do it again, Miller noted thar,
"1 wish that [ would have had a
residential energy audic (READ) priar 1o
the projéct, as it would have given me
recommendarions on targeted arcas
where 1 could have impraved insulation
and ather energy-saving features.”
Miller wak sure to puncruace his
explanztion of the project with,
“Anybody can do whar { did."

Ifyar would like so learn naom
abeuis how to deconstruct your bome ar
s o integrate rechrimed and locally
ReSourced building nuterials inta your
praject like Greg Miller dtd, visit
i reoerceyand. org. For otlrer
qttestions abort bow you can eomwerve
water; energy, or reduce urrzresary
e, wirit rw:ummmuﬁanéqarm oy
or:eall 303,441.4367. The Cenier for-
ReSaurce Conseruation has the answers
£0 Jour conservation questions!



